SHS 30-AUG-2009 PAGE 24 FIRST

FB123|||CM K

24  Sunday Herald Sun, August 30, 2009

heraldsun.com.au

TOO many Australians are using
forks as spades and knives as forks,
according to etiquette expert Gill
Harbord.

Eggleston Hall headmistress and
co-judge of popular TV series
Ladette to Lady Gill Harbord said
Australian table manners were
atrocious.

“Unfortunately, Australians are
not alone — this is a habit I observe
wherever I travel in the world, in-
cluding my home, England,” Ms
Harbord said.

“We have got to the point where
things are totally out of hand. Why
must people push everything to the
limit of being revolting?”

Ms Harbord has been watching
diners during her present trip to
Australia and has noticed many eti-
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quette crimes such as eating off a
knife, licking plates and holding the
fork face up rather than face down.

Her Australian tour is sponsored
by McDonald’s, which is about to
launch its new Angus Beef range in
an effort to offer more premium
foods on its menu.

McDonald’s held a survey of
1000 Australians that found 74 per
cent of Victorians admitted to burp-
ing and 9l per cent rested their
elbows on the table during meals.

“McDonald’s get a lot of young
people through their doors and
they’re trying to fancy things up a
bit,” Ms Harbord said.

“Young people are the main cul-
prits of bad manners, but it all starts

Unspeakable eaters

at home in the family. It’s the
parents’ job to teach a child what
not to do and what to do. If the
parents don’t seem able then we
have to go to the schools.”

Ms Harbord also blamed modern
lifestyles — where food was eaten
on laps in front of television and
eating was not enjoyed, but seen as
a task to complete rapidly — for the
decline in table manners.

“They just spoon the food in
without thinking, when really eat-
ing at a table should be a time to
share good conversation and good
food,” she said.

The etiquette queen feared young
people who did not eat properly
would be disadvantaged as adults in
the corporate world.

Horrified: Gill Harbord, of Ladette to Ladyfame, says the Australian lifestyle leads

to atrocious table manners. Picture: ROB LEESON

It's time you
saved $203

on your car
INnsurance.

Our new car insurance customers in Melbourne saved an
average of $203 by switching to AAMI Flexi-Premiums®.

Savings calculated on AAMI base excess premiums compared to Flexi-Premiums® Apr 08 - Mar 09.

AAMI Flexi-Premiums® — Switch to AAMI Flexi-Premiums® and by varying your excess, you can choose
how much you pay and how much you save on the price of your insurance.

Pay by the Month — AAMI offers the convenience of pay by the month.

Online Discount — An additional discount is offered if you purchase your insurance online.
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LUCKY YOU'RE WITH

Speak to a Real Person — It's easy to deal with AAMI. When you call, you speak to a real person, not
a machine, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. You can even ‘click to talk’ to a real person while you're
online. To find out more, call 13 22 44 or visit aami.com.au

Insurance issued by Australian Associated Motor Insurers Limited (AAMI) AFSL No. 238173. We have not taken into account your objectives, financial situation or needs.
Before proceeding, you should consider this advertisement in light of your individual circumstances and obtain a Product Disclosure Statement by calling 13 22 44.
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Help us
catch
hoons

POLICE have called on
citizens to film hoon
drivers in action and
for authorities to crush
their cars.

Sunbury residents have
been urged to use their
mobile phones against
reckless drivers.

And Ballarat police
have backed a South
Australian proposal for
the cars of hoons who
reoffend to be crushed.

Sunbury police have
called for community
policing, saying residents
often hold the key to
catching hoons because
police cannot be
everywhere.

Sunbury Police’s
Sgt Andrew Hunting said
camera-phone footage
could bolster residents’
testimony in court.

“We can’t prosecute
without a licence plate
number and a member of
the public does need to
get up in court and be pre-
pared to give evidence of
what they saw,” Sgt Hunt-
ing said.

Incriminating footage
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could also help police
compile profiles on local
road race menaces.

The Ballarat Traffic
Management Unit said a
“three strikes and your car
is crushed” scheme should
be considered.

However, Victoria
Police has not officially
adopted the schemes.

“While using mobile
phones to take photo-
graphs and record video
to assist police may be
helpful in some circum-
stances ... Victoria Police
does not encourage this,”
a spokesman said.

‘“(And) from an
organisational perspec-
tive, crushing vehicles is
wasteful.

“A three-time hoon
offender may be forced to
surrender their vehicle,
permanently, by a court.”

This year South Aust-
ralian Premier Mike Rann
announced the state’s
Police Commissioner
would get the power to
destroy cars forfeited by
the court.

Searching for meaning

in troubled times?

Send Coupon Now

I Catholic Enquiry Centre
PO Box 415
Crows Nest NSW 1585

Hope, purpose and direction can be found in God.
If you would like to know more about how God
can be a reality in your life through the Catholic
faith, we will gladly send you a series of FREE
booklets explaining what Catholics believe.
There is no obligation, no cost, and no one calls.

Call 1300 4 FAITH (1300 432 484)
or email: info@catholicenquiry.com
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Reaching out in faith
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference I

I please send me, without obligation, your free series of booklets.

I Mr/Mrs/MS: oo,
| Address: ....ooovvveveeiinn.

“I am the vine, you are the branches...” [Jn 15:5]



